PRESS RELEASE

Sept ember 20, 2006

USAI D/ VEST AFRI CA AND CI LSS SIGN $18 M LLI ON GRANT
AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT REGQ ONAL AGRI CULTURAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS AND | NI TI ATI VES

Accra, Chana —The United States Agency for International Devel opnent
West Africa O fice (USAI D/ West Africa) has signed an agreenent with the
Permanent Interstate Conmittee for Drought Control in the Sahel (French
Acronymis CILSS) for a total anmount of $18,047,689 to pronote greater
agricultural productivity, strengthen early warning and response
systens, dissem nate best practices and technol ogi es regionally and
hel p cotton producers inprove their yields and inconmes. Activities wll
al so prompte the sound nmanagenent of water and other natural resources.
The agreenent was signed by Dr. Miusa Mdenga, Executive Secretary, CILSS
and Dr. Jatinder Cheemn, Mssion Director, USAI D West Africa.

The programwi |l focus on three nmain areas: Agricultural Sector
Productivity and Food Security, Agricultural Policy Devel opnent, and
Sust ai nabl e Managenent of Natural Resources. Support is also provided
for strengthening regional institutions |eading the inplenentation of
t he Conprehensive Africa Agriculture Devel opnent Program i ncl udi ng
CILSS, the Economic Community of West African States, and the West and
Central African Council for Agricultural Research and Devel opnment.
Countries benefiting fromthis programinclude: Benin, Burkina Faso,
Caneroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Cote d'lvoire, Gabon, Ganbia, Ghana,

Qui nea, Cuinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, N geria, Sao
Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo.

The activities under this agreenent will be inplenmented through CILSS
and ot her regional organizations; U S. grants and contracts with non-
governnent al organi zations; and public/private alliances.

For nore information, please contact: Program Office, USAI D West
Africa
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